
POPULAR PIETY
The Worship and Teachings in

the Yarious Churches of the
Metropolis Yesterday.

BETWEEN TIE OLD AND THE NEW.

Sermons on the Christmas Season, the Old
Year's Death and the Sew Tear's Na¬
tivity, bj Archbishop McCloskey and
Rev. Messrs. Chapin, Frothing-
ham, Powers, Graham

and Nortlnip.

Mr. Beecher Preaches on Unconscious Influ¬
ence, Peevishness and Olieerfulnoss

and the Mirthfulucss To Be
Found in Heaven.

TALMAGE OUT OF THE TABERNACLE.

The Services of His Congregation and
the Sermon that He Preached to

Them in the Brooklyn
Academy of Music.

"WHY WAS THIS WASTE?"

Dr. lamp's Christmas Celebration for the
Children in the Unity Chapel,

The Bey. Dr. Chapman on the Sin
of Indiscriminate Eulogy.

How the Day of Religious Best Was
Kept by the People.

CHUBOH OF THE DIVINE PATERNITY.
2>r. Chapln on the Ltiiom of the Closing
Year.Significance of the Inner Man.
Dr. E. H. Chapln preached at his church on Fifth

avenue and Forty-lHth street yesterday to the
usual large and fashionable conjrrcgatlon on the
essons of the closing year. He took for his text
the sixteenth verse or the fourth chapter of Paul's
Second Epistle to the Corinthians."For which
cause we faint not; but though our outward man
perish, yet the Inward man is renewed day by
day." The Apostle Paul, said the reverend gentle¬
man, recites herein his troubles and persecutions,
and makes no statement of any ameliorating con¬
dition by which he was enabled to endure except
Ills own inward spiritual resources, lie draws a

great contrast between the mere material man and
that inner life that is part or our being; for, he
fays, though our outward man perish, yet the in¬
ward man is renewed Uuy by day. The conditions
»et forth by Paul arc most worthy of consideration
now as we draw a lesson from the closing year.
Nothing can more forcibly illustrate the reality of

OCR OUTWARD MAN'S DECAY.
Honrs and days glide by and we d« not notice

them, just as small coin may be distributed here
and there and never accounted for; but when a

year draws to a close with its large sum total or
tours and days, so large and important a portion
of our earthly life, we feel that we must stop and
consider it to see where we stand, as the business
man leels the necessity of accounting for a large
sum disbursed. One year is a large sum taken
from the capital of llle, and life is a capita) iorever
watting aud not to be recruited. If there is any
portion of humanity that grows and improves it is
the tntaut; and yet as the babe grows year by year
Ibto manhood some particle of lis material exist¬
ence wastes away, and each birthday that adds to
the years of Its existence drducts from its term ol
life. We may not be able to look upon the changes
In ourselves, produced by the fleeting years, but
there is an old story of

AN KNCIIANTED HALL
where a million mirrors reflect the man, not as he
leels himself to be, but as he in.and in life i\e may
look upon the persons of our acquaintances and
friends and see in them the images of ourselves,
not as we feel, but as wo are. Their whitening hairs
nnd weakening limbs tmtv indicate the decay that
is upon us, and our consideration of the old year
will lead to some good if it impresses it upon us
that decay is real. All things perish. Our granite
structures, our stately cities, our colos.-al lortunes,
even the world perlsbeth. In the ordinary business
Of life there is no other account than that of

PROFIT AND LOHS,
and In this business of life, an men look at it, even
from a commercial point of view, the tonne* must
be all on our side. We lose hours, days and years.
They go lrom us and there is no returning equiva¬
lent. Our physical frame* decay, and there is 110
recruiting of 1strength. Hut is there no galnr Is it
all lossi Materialism says yes; that liie is Imt a
iiulck-wrought struggle, with no aim beyond the
present.it is over and there's an end; that man
perlshcth. his inner and outer lite alike; that ail
perishes.even the great globe itself,

Ami like the boselcn fabric of this vision,
LeRve not u wrcck behind.

Even if this were so there would remain
1IIUII DIT1K8 IN LIKE,

noble duties and noble work to be done. Even
without the eternal future that opens up before us,
it Is a serious thing to live at all; end it is impossi¬
ble lor that man to have the same zeal to do the
name work who accepts the materialistic view as
lor one whose life Is overarched by (iod's sanctity
an«l stretches out to limitless eternity.
Again, my hearers, Puul says "the Inward man Is

renewed day by day." It is uot a dreamer who says
this. Paul was neither a dreamer nor a lunatic;
but he was an enthusiast, as every man is whose
heart is in his work. There is more

COMMON Si:N8K
packed in his epistles than in two-thirds of the
lK)oks tn the libraries of the world. He was not u
dreamer or a fauatic, but an eminently practical
man, so well Inloruied and so experienced that had
ho gone Into Hroadway or into Wall street he would
liave been noted there ior his uncommon executive
ability. What he says ol the inward man, then,
cannot be taken as the prosing of a scholar or the
cant 01 the pulpit, in the revolutions and upheav¬
ing* that go on around us In the constantly taltiifui
¦uccesslon of the season*, the strict cnlorcemeut
cf the laws of nature, there Is to be recognized the
presence of a power before which man Is naught,and his little lllc tmt a mere episode in the great
history that Is making. The influence of this

8reater power shapes or overthrows oar actions,Irec ts our tides ami ebbs, and rules and controls
the motions like

A LIVING GULP STREAM.
i In every man, however low and debased, there
Is a yearning, a sense of something noble and gool.
A story is told of an engineer who was crushed
with his engine ill a collision, and when dragged
Xrom the ruins said."! am gmie, but tell them that
J stuck by the engine to the last." What was there
In his sticking by the engine that would aid his
material llle* If it is alt over with death why is
thin inner emotion, this desire for good repute
afterwnrd, so strong In the minds 01 men? It Is
believed thai the grandest heroism Is displayed on
the Held ot martyrdom and in battle, but here Is as
grand a heroism, and it is imbued in tnc minds of1
all. It is a common heroism this, but grandly
significant of that inward character which Paul
calls the Inner man. see how soon the mere ma¬
terial

MAN IS FORflOlTKN.
lie sinks, and the waves close over him.a ripple
Joilows, and the broad stream rustics on as beiore.
it Is the inner man alone that lives allcrward. It
Is given only to a lew to be constellations ot great¬
ness. blazing in the firmameui and seen lrom all

Joints ol the horizon. The Inner life is renewed
ay by day.renewed by truth, never obsolete

truth, exhaustless truth, and renewed by love. The
selfish man, w ho lives only to himself, shrivels uplike a mummy Jammed into a sarcophagus.

TUK SKAStIN OK C1IIUCTMA8
is eminently significant of that love that renews
the inner man. The genial warmth within, the
hearty generosity, the universal sociability supply
the aspects ol Bummer that are wanting in the
bleak desolation of the Winter without. The storm
that has fallen upon this city, with its wild fury
and snowy desolation Is typical of the lives of
many of the poor in our midst.a lire that has
been always a storm blockade. )n helping them we
may renew our Inner life. The year that is draw¬
ing P?2r has been an eventful and a aad®iie. Men That clutchcd enu'Lres hav? been pushed
from their stools, great Intellects liave i>ecn

Suenched In darkness, and from among ourselves
us gone onv over whose scat tlic wvuntfug

bols yet hang. The Ben has upheaved and Are has
spread desolation along the surface of tlie earth.
Tne outward man perisheth.yes. the Wintry de¬
vastation of the branches, the dying heart throbs
ot the old year beaten by the hand of every clock
show it, but the inner man la renewed day oy day.

ST. PATRICK'S CATHEDRAL
Sermon by Archbishop McCloskey.
Thoughts Suggested by the Christmas
Festival.
There was a large congregation in attendance at

the St. Patrick's Cathedral at the high mass ser¬
vices yesterday. The music was, as usual, very
fine, The sermon was delivered by Ills Grace the
Archbishop, who, It is needless to say, was lis¬
tened to with the greatest possible attention. The
right reverend gentleman, alter having in a most
analytical and interesting manner dilated upon
the fall of man by sin, the consequent anger of
God against turn and his kind, and the gulf Impas¬
sible that existed thereafter between God and
man until

TDK COMING OF TUB SAVIOl'R,
he spoke of the "alliauce" between God, the Creator,
and man, th# creature, which the condesceoslou
of the Saviour in becoming man had brought about.
It was, he said, after the sin of our first parents,
an impossibility for man to raise himself up to God,
In order to put hlmseir where he could, face to
face, talk with Him, and be in a position to ask of
llim the graces he stood in need ot How, then,
could the alliance take place, or, rather, how did It
take place ? It being Impossible lor man to raise
himself up to God the Son of God Himself consented
to come down to man, to become like to him in all
thiugs, in his lowliness, in his abasement, In his
poverty, In liis wretchedness, iu everything to bo
his equal but tn sin. For the sake or mankind,
whom lie wiBhed to save, whom Ho loved so
dearly, lie even took upon Himself our poor,
weak human nature, our human flesh ana blood,
and consented that He should be touched by human
hands, to receive expressions of human love, and
to return love lor love. Yet that little infant iu the
manger was all tUe time tho infinite Almighty.
With all His poverty, Ills abandonment, He was full
of riches, of honors, of glory, of immortality. Ify
the coming ol that infant the alliancc between God
and mau was restored. In the birth of the child
the work ot the reformation of mankind was not
consummated, but only begun. Then, indeed, God
was seen on earth and communicated directly with
men, but in that alone was not the mystery of the
incarnation. Then It Is true God had united him¬
self with man; still He had not communicated Htm-
belf to each personal man. Was, then, the object
ol His mission on earth to last only during His lll'e-
tlme, to cease when He passed away iroiu earth f
Not so.

TUB MYSTERY OF THE INCARNATION
first, achieved in a stable Is to endure lorever, to
exist until the end of time. God ouce become man
was never to cease to be God and man, never to
abandon man to himself, tor wiiom lie dually laid
down his life; so the mysteryoi the incarnation
still exists, and the Saviour is still with us. He
had not only united His divinity to our humanity,
but lie left us the ineaus ol salvation, the power of
becoming sharers with Him tn the kingdom of
heaven. As St. John says, "He gives to us who re¬
ceive llim, who believe in Him and who adore Hint
In the lulness of the inysterr of the Incarnation, the
power or becoming the sons of God." So He has
united Himself to each one individually. The
right reverend gentleman then remarked that the
best way, especially lor this season or the year, to
unite ourselves with Uod was to receive him In the
sacraments. If Catholics had not already done
this, or ir they did not intend to do so, they did not
realize the mystery or the Incarnation in its com¬
pleteness and its peifection. He then went on to
say that we were already standing on the threshold
of u new year, and as our thoughts went back to tho
months that had rolled by since the last "New Year"
we naturally asked ourselves had we during thattime

DRAWN NEARER TO BEATEN,
nearer to God r The resolutions and promises we
had made at the beginning, where are they now?
A year once passed is passed forever, and Its words
and deeds were beyond control. The present was
indeed a time lor solemn warning, but it was also
a time lor holy resolution and prayer. We should
return thanks to God for the blessings he had
showered upon us during the past year, and we
should pray lor the grace of God during the com¬
ing year; pray lor strength in our cares and
troubles; pray lor the afflicted Pontiff; pray tbnt
the light of faith should break in upon the dark
days that now surround him and that all the erring
children of the Church should be brought back to
the knowledge and rear or God.

OIIUBCH OF THE MESSIAH.
The New Year's Sermon by the Itcv. H.

Powers*
The Church or the Messiah was well attended

yesterday, and showed a decided Increase in Its
congregations since some weeks ago. The paator,
the Kev. Mr. Powers, preached his New Year's
sermon from the text, "He hath made everything
beautiful In its time," which Is found in Ecclesi¬
astics ill., 11. Mr. Towers commenced as follows:.
Acceptiug, now, as true this sentiment of the wise
man or the Jews, let us inquire, my friends, what
are some oi the thoughts which it suggests and how
they can be best improved by us In accordance
with the spirit of the hour. PlrBt.Let us seek to
apprehend, If we can, the idea which the word
"time" embodies. Out this Is no easy task, for tho
Instant we CBsay to grasp it it is gone. If we think
to portray it by signs and symbols we are mis¬
taken, and yet images are Its only means of de¬
scription. Time is

THE TWIN DKOTFIER OF 8rACK,
ami nothing in God's universe can exist or happen
without the intervention of both. Time both pro¬
duces and destroys all things. It is both the longest
and the shortest or the motions with which we have
to do, the simplest, the slowest, the most divisible
and the most indivisible, the most regretted when
It is gone Iroiu us and the leust regarded when it
is by. strictly speaking, time is not itseir an
entity, a thing, but simply an idea, a

i CONSTANT SUCCESSION,
an endless duration. It is always the friend or the
virtuous and well-disposed, but the bitter and tor-
uiciitH'tr foe of the vicious and evil-minded. Its
function is to measure for us here our allotted
space orGod's good life, as we journey rrom the
ciatile to tlie grave, and therefore to the good man
it is redolent of memories sweet and aaticlpa-
tlons delightful; but to the bad, or recollections
that are sad and rorebodlngs that arc gloomy.
Second.As the proper way lor us to Improve our
time, our opportunity, our "segment of Clod's eter¬
nity, I answer generally as Solomon has it in the
text, "He hath made everything beautiful in its
time,'' and that "He has set its destined duration
in the heart of everything." That God has done
this, remember, and not fate nor the devil, and that,
therefore, it is well. It is as ihough mortality were
a huge timepiece, which (iod had made and set in
motion, which moves its resistless course while
each cog iu

ITS MYSTIC WIIfCr.3
bears graven in its stern substance as It comes
swiftly up a blessing lor us all. It ticks the time
for us "to lie born," and though we may not like
the ago or laud ot place in which our lot is cant, we
cannot help it, nor need we wish to do
so, lor it Is the best for us. So also
with "our time to die." As Mod sees It
there is no untimely death; no man really ever
died too soon, or lived a moment longer than was
good lor time. "To every thing there is a season
and a liiue to every purpose under heaven;" "a
time to plant and a time to pluck up that which is
planted; a time to kill and u time to heal; a

TIMK TO liltKAK DOWN
and a time to build up, a time to weep and a time
lo laugh, a time to mourn and a time to dance."
No one tnerelore can fix a date beforehand and
say, "On such a day i wilt be merry and such a day
I will mourn," and Iks certiwi or the fulfilment or
Ills purpose. Foriheday m>pointod for Ins wed¬
ding may prove the day destined for his mourning.
Alter lUlly explaining tlie above views on time

the preacher luade some very sensible and practical
remarks appropriate to the dawn or the new year,
and concluded by offering to his congregation as a
New year's motto, "l,et us therefore, brethren, as
many as be perfect, be thus minded."

TWENTY-THIRD 8TREET PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH,

Sermon by (he Rev. II. D. Northrop.
The Old «nd the New Year.God'a
Great Bounty to Mankind.Meeting
.Relative to Foreign Sunday Schools-
Addresses by Uri. Eggleston and Wood¬
ruff.
The fiev. II. I). Northrop preached at the West

Twenty-third street Presbyterian church yester¬
day forenoon. lie look his text from Psalms ci., 1.
"I will sing of mercy and judgment '.and com-
mcnced his discourse by drawing attention to the
fact that David praises God for His judgment just as
he does lor Ills mercy. We arc Apt to be gratciulfor
mercies and simply resigned to the Judgments or
God. We think the sweet and pleasant good and
the bitter evil, yet it may be the latter
that curcs. God has a lesson iu everything
He docs, ami He speaks to us by events and clr-
acumst*nces as well as by His written Word. It is
worth while, thercrore, to consider the mercies or
the past year and refresh oui minds with a reckon¬
ing of good things.
The preacher comprised these mercies in two

dlstluc? classes. the temporal and spiritual. .The
temporal life is the girt or God, and Its value is
shown as longevity is given as

A KKWAHI) TO Til K <JOO!».
j who pnuta Uw lily ami tut buttercup paints

also the crimson tinge on man's cheek, ami wlien
the brush falls from Ike Muster's hand that cheek
will pale. We ore prone to consider that lite Is
drawn from a lower source and talk about
preserving health and taking care of ourselves;
yet H <;«.i saya live, we have existence, for He is
the sovereign of our very breath, us He is of all
the world's on high. The learned divine then di¬
lated upon the suddenness ofdeath's advent and of
the numerous fatal disasters uad caiuairophes
which had taken place during 1372, drawing there¬
from a beautiful deduction to prove the necessity
for spiritual grace. We, none or us, know how
long we have to live, and should, therefore, wulk
uprightly und in the love and favor oi the Lord.
During the past year there had been
a political campaign which was so acri¬
monious and scurrilous as to fairly dis¬
grace a nation calling Itself civilized,
it was followed by the death of a man who was too
great to be President, yet did not know it.a man
who did more for Ills country than the whole pack
of snarling curs who defamed him and called him a
devil during life, yet who were ready enough to
make a saint ol htm when dead.

ItORACE UBEKI.EY
was only one of many great and good men who
had passed liom earth during the year. A new
year is close at hand, and this is n proper season
to show gratitude to (jod for the many blessings
His mercy has vouchsafed to us, and also for the
framing of resolutions which will enable us to aspire
in the future to a high place iu His heavenly King¬
dom.
A meeting was held last evening in the church

on behalf or the Foreign Sunday Schools Mission.
The Rev. E. Egglcston addressed the congregation
at considerable length upon the advisability of
promulgating religion iu Buropcan countries by
means of Sunday suiiools. He spoke In particular
of Germany, where the Church and State arc allied,
and confidently assorted that Sunday schools
would soon emancipate religion from the anarchy
and lntolerencc ol the government. Ho recognized
fully the woaderrul benefits which have resulted
from the system of public schools, but
he did not consider it advisable to leave religious
education to these institutions. It was Impossible
to graft in the heart and memory of a child
geography, arithmetic ana religion simultaneously.The arts and sdenccs were driven Into the youth¬
ful understanding.religion had to be generated
in the bosom ol the young scholar by love and
gentleness. The government of Germany was
strongly opposed to them, tor it recognized the
certainty that children would begin to think for
themselves, and not rely too much upon the power
of tnonarchia! rule. He deemed it fortunate that in
this country the burden of religious instruction had
been shifted from paid teachers to those who la¬
bored ror love. A bond of holy unity existed be¬
tween pupil and teacher that grew stronger as the
Infant mind advanced Its knowledge of true reli¬
gion. Germans as teachers were far ahead of
Americans, but ihcy did not dare to expound theo¬
ries In their own couutry on account of the govern¬
ment. A system of Sunday schools throughout
Prussia would be the means of propagating true
Christianity, of revolutionizing religion all over
the Empire.
The Kev. Mr. Woodruff said that the number of

Sunday schools oa the Continent of Europe was at

{iresent small. France had soo, Italy 72, Germany
so, Switzerland 660, Spain only a few. Klne-tenths

of the Germans who emigrate to this country are
little better than atheists, though their "Vater-
land " was the primal seat of l'rotestancy. This
sad fact, was the result of compulsory continuation
and the action of the government making certain
religious ceremonies necessary to be passed
through before a youth can be eligible even tor ap¬
prenticeship.

Kev. Mr. Nortlirup spoke of the great interest he
felt in the movement und athe benefits he thought
would accrue if the matter of establishing Sunday
schools more widely on Teutonic soil was carried
on with promptness and energy. He read a letter
lately received from the Kev. Mr. Brocklemann, or
Heidelberg, in which that gentleman spoke most
favorably of the progress being made aud the happy
results which were already accruing.

LYBIO HALL.
The Soul ot the New Tear.Sfrmon by

Rev. O. B. Frothlnghnm.
Lyric Hall was well filled, as it always is, by an

intelligent and attentive congregation yesterday
morning. The subject of Mr. Frothlngham's dis¬
course was "The Soul of the New Year." Before
we meet again, he commenced, this year will
have closed and we will have entered upon an¬
other. Some say one year is just like another and
that the same tilings happen over and over again.
We have Joys, griefs, disasters and trials every
year. So it seems on the surface; but is not every
twelve months a separate creation and we a year
further on. The new year begins when the gra¬
cious sunbeams melt the

EARTH'S OLD FROZEN IIEAUT.
Another year and new currents of life are flow¬

ing over the old Continent. Every one speaks of
progress, and how do we know but that It con¬
sists in the steady building np of the future T In
the faith that every cause has its effect, and every
sequence its sequence. Many believe that things
move in an endless circle. The discovery Is that
progress is a law according to which it is impossi¬
ble for anything to stand still. Nothing perishes.
We talk of the "lost arts," but they were nothing
that would benefit man. Remember that progressdoes not go in right lines, but in waves. There
is an ebb and flood tide In progies*. We mayfanry that things are going backward and forward.
Watch the action of the wave®. They come up and
go back, and you don't know whether it is ebb or
flood tide. The seventh wave goes beyond the
others, and all alter It go la tarther and further.
Tnis is the law which governs huuiau affairs, in
181S the great

WAVE OF REVOLUTION
swept over Sicily and Naples, ana thoy determined
to throw otr the despotism which seemed to havo
overcome them. Even the I'ope of Rome seemed
to have turned reformer. The same wave swept
over England and even reached our shores. The
North became aware of the atrocity of the institu¬
tion of slavery. New papers were started, re¬
formers made their appearance,but the ebb began to
set in. It began in Austria and ran rapidly all over
Europe. Keiuffees from Hungary passed over here
by the score. The city of Home was held by French
troops and the spirit of despotism settled down
firmer than ever. The reaction struck our shores
and the old

ANTI-SLAVERY QUESTION
began to die out. Compromise came after com¬
promise. We all sat In sackcloth and ashes. Had
the tide gone buck ? No. Had a prayer been
offered In vain V Never. In a few years the flood
canic in again and the reformers with it. The
waves did not stop here. Von know how the
French despot fell and how the pope was stranded
In tho Vatican, see by tli s that nothing Is ever
lost. Several vears ago there was a flood tide in
temperance. In Ireland, which, with perhaps the
exception oi England, Is the most remarkable lor
drunkenness, the reform was signally marked:
millions nut their names to the pledge.

"

Men stood
upon their feet and families came together again.
At that time it was worth almost a person's
character to say anything against the
temperance reformers, one savs that one
of the most temperate people Is the
most criminal. Another that temperance docs not
influence longevity or health. There is more tem¬
perance now than there ever was before. There
are thousands who would sooner die than taste
the accursed thing. The

WOMAN'S RI0IIT9
question a few years ago came up in a flood tide,
but now it Is beginning to ebb; partly, perhaps,
because it was associated with disreputable Ideas
of social life. v\ e have touched bottom, but must
wait until the flood comes In again. There Is a
creed called the doctrine of Trinity, which haa
agitated England. They say, "The f ather is eter¬
nal, the Son Is eternal, the Holy (iliost is eternal,
and there are not three eternals, but one."
"The Father is omnipotent, the ^on Is omnipotent,
the lloly (iliost is omnipotent, but there is only
one Omnipotent." This is the holy Cathollo faith,
which 11 one does not hold steadfastly he cannot be
saved. We decline to read the creed. It Is one of
the corner stones of a building at which no one
looks, but 11 it were laken away the structure
would fall. The past year has been one of

FRIGHTFUL DISASTERS.
Floods In France, Italy and England, conflagra¬
tions destroying our best cities, a tearful famine in
Persia and an earthquake destroying the old city
of Antioch. All these calamities *liow that we
are neglecting ourselves and running to Idleness.
We should build better houses. Every year Is a
prophet. The past heralds the luture.

SEVENTH AVENUE UNITED PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH.

The Depnrtiaa Year.The Lessons Which
Its History Teaches.

The Rev.S. II. Graham, pastor of the United Pres¬
byterian church, cm Seventh avenue, preached a
sermon to a large and attentive congregation yes¬
terday afternoon on the subject of "The Departing
Year." Alter the usual religious services^ the rev-
ercud gentleman announced for his text the first
clause of the seventh verse of the thirty-second
chapter of Jo'>."I said, Days should speak." He
said:.We are standing on tne eve oi the depart¬
ing year, and we propose ere we lay aside
the volume of the pas*, and turn to the
bright, fresh pages of the future, with
winch we arc all unacquainted, ere we reverently
close the eyesof the old year and look into the bright,
gleaming eyes of the new, to indulge In some
Christian reflections, with the fervent prayer that
God will free us from all selfishness and enable us
to consider Him more an I ourselves less. Alter
arguing in favor of the ides of a

fcreCIAI. I'KOVIDENCE
to a considcrub e extent, and that its workings are
clearly evident to the spiritual Christian, he uiged
that there Is reason to icar that the lessons taught
by Its operations arc likely to be overlooked.
The events of a year, in all their varied relations,

arc so uuiucrou* that only a cwrso.ta.«ioacc cau be

given them. After referring to the context and
showing uniler what circumstances KUhu uttered
the words of the text, he added

T1IK DAYS OF THK YKAK SPEAK
somethiuir awful to you and to me. They speak of
abounding mercy and unmerited goodness. He
dwelt upon llie more common, and therefore less
appreciated, blessings of Providence, and showed
that these are the most Important or all: such as
the air we breathe and the means afforded us for
supplying our wants. He then proceeded to con¬
sider some of the special mercies. There has been
no special outpouring of God's spirit, but the move¬
ment of the Church has been onward, while the
signs of the times evince that the measure 01 Cod's
wrath tQward the wicked U being rapidly filled,
and the glory of His Church will be enhanced when
the blow comcs. Crime is on the increase,
and yet It is certain God rules. Again,
the history of the past year tells of lear-
ful judgments.severe, startling, unexpected.The famine and pestilencq in Persia form a lesson
to be read by us as well as by the poor heathen in
that unfortunate land. He spene eloquently of the
wars 01 the past year and their devastating eflfects,
of the many shipwrecks, flres and railway acci¬
dents as fulfilling the prophecies of God and pre¬
senting an awful, sad lesson to us. That lesson Is,
that He Is angry with the sons of men, and tbev
will have a good effect If they induce the wicked to
give their hearts to Him. After incidentally refer¬
ring to man's personal experiences, affording, as
they do a mixture of Joy and sorrow, which should
bring him nearer to God, he turned to the

POLITICAL CONDITION OF CHRISTENDOM
Politics are not the business of the pulpit or of

the Church, he argued, Bat if any great moral
principle is involved, then it is the dutv of all to
bring that principle out into the brllllunt light of
the "higher law." We have to observe if God
rules or man.
In showing the evidences of special providence he

saidGermany is struggling hard to adapt herself
to the condition arising from her recent victories.
France is emerging, with many throes, from the
dust of her deleat. Italy has thrown off the Papal
power and Russia is Indulging in a vast expeditionwhich indicates

WAR AS THK ULTIMATE OBJECT.
England, who pursued her course of detestable

neutrality, of no credit to herseir or benefit to any
one, is governing her vast realms as best she may.Then, turniug to our own country, lie referred to
the late Presidential election, with its harvest of
depravity, and asked, in view of all, "What is our
condition in the sight of God, and what is
the lesson of the past year? and drew the conclu¬
sion that, notwithstanding the great amount of
wickedness and unbelief, it was evident that there
was a controlling power in the hauds of God, and
that in the great contest between right and wronghe was certain to be ultimately victorious. In
conclusion lie considered the question, "What has
been done by the Church at large and by us as a
fraction ol it?" He referred in terms oi eloquentdenunciation to the

VIOLATION OF LAW
and Justice in this city, the result of iniquity on the
part of those in high places. Ho said:.Never be¬
fore lias law been so trampled upon and honestydishonored as to-dav. There is no saiety from the
knife and pistol in our streets, what has
brought us to this? The wickedness
of those entrusted with a duo execution of
the law. The remedy lay in educating public
opinion up to a Christian standpoint, and to this
duty the Church should devote Itself. He urged
advancement and progress upon tho Church com¬
mensurate with the progress of the age in material
matters; that the great cardinal doctrine of
Christianity is love to our kind, and that everyChristian should regard the world as his parish
and not circumscribe his efforts within the or¬
ganization to which he belonged, lie exhorted
his hearers that, no matter wnat their position on
earth, they would hereafter be judged in accord¬
ance with tho divine announcement, "By their
fruits shall ye kuow them." Let the efforts of
Christians be greater and still greater, so that for
their fidelity, when tho end of 1873 shall have ar¬
rived, "The days shall npoak."

THIRTY-FOURTH STREET REFORMED OHUROH
Sunday School AnuiTeri«ry-Addreii toy

Rev. John Hall, D. D.
The forty-ninth anniversary of the Sunday school

connected with the Reformed church In Tlilrty-
fourtn street, west of Eighth avenue, was held last
evenlug in that place. The children crowded the
galleries and a goodly congregation filled the main
room. The exercises consisted of prayer, reading
of the Scriptures and of annual reports,
singing by the children of a Christmas
carol composed by Rev. Dr. Washburne, of
this city; a prayer by Mr. Pitcher, Superin¬
tendent of the Sunday school, and a couple of
original hymns composed by Rev. Dr. Riley, the
pastor of the church. An address was delivered
by Dr. John Hall, of the Fifth avenue
Presbyterian church, and Dr. Riley added a few
remarks. The reports declared that during the
past year eight Sabbath scholars had become mem¬
bers of the church, and that the roll of the Sunday
school contains at present 300 pupils and 27 toach-
ers. The collections amounted to |734 and the
disbursements to $7»l, thereby leaving the
treasury of the school in debt, to relieve which a
collection was taken up at the cIobc of the ser¬
vices. The missionary collection of the little folks
amounted to $350, of which sum $120 was appro
pr ated to the mission in Mexico, under the superIntendence ol Miss Itankln. The balance was d s-
trlbuted in this city and in a few points in the
West. One lady teacher and one scholar died
during the year.

ADPRESS OF DR. JOHN BALL.
Dr. Hall spoke about the klud of work that Is

done in the Sunday school In teaching the young
about Christ. It is real mission work, and were
there more of it done by the churches there would
be less of it to be doue by organizations outside of
tlie churches, and he believed it would be done
better The Sunday school can do much in this
wuv, and the Church must act the part of parents
iu 'ibis rcirard to many children. The children
can't get religious instruction in our public schools
as they are at present conducted. The Doctor,
therefore, urged parents to send their children to
Sunday schools, and pointed out the advantage It
would be, not only to themselves and the little
ones, but to their neighbors, who might be
led to imitate their example. He also urged
the children to bring others into the Sunday
school and thus make themselves little missiona¬
ries for Christ. He bade both children and parents
beware of the books they read, lie had seen some
In Sunday scnool libraries which were greater trash
than the cheapest of the cheap novels that are pub¬
lished. Often a poison is Introduced into the
household by those books, that is never got rid of.
lie would have Bible classes In every school, as a
sort of bridge connecting the church with Jlie
school. Could he have his own way he would have
the church a Sunday school lor adults and the
Sunday school a church for little folk, hcierrlug
to the series of international lessons which the
Kvanjrellcai Sunday schools of this country and of
Canada take up next Sunday, the Doctor spoke
about their lnlluence for union on the churches,
am', urged their study by parents and children.

CITY OP CHURCHES.

Diicoursei ftcm Her Pulpits Yesterday-Tal-
mage at the Academy of Secular Song.
"Why Was This WasteT.Beecher on

Unconscious Influence.He Will Re¬
ceive Hew Year's Call-Dr.

Chapman on Indiscrimi¬
nate Eulogies.

PLYMOUTH CHURCH.
Mr. Bceeher's Sermon on Unconscious
Influence.A Retouke to the lrrltatolo
«nd the Peevish.Good Nature, Wit
and Humor and Cheerfulness Com-
mended.Plenty of Mirth In Heaven-
Mr. Beecher to Receive Callers on New
Year's Day.
The service at Plymouth chnrcli yesterday morn¬

ing was Hi harmony with the season. The choir
sang the time-honored Christmas hymn, com¬

mencing
iiarK< (he herald angels King,

to a carol froui "Zundeli's Hook of Anthems."
The melody sung was an English melody,
very familiar in the Episcopal churches of
Europe, but was not well rendered by the Plymouth
choir. Th9 hymns sung by the congregation were
aiso seasonable anil Jubilant, and formed an ap¬
propriate prelude to the sermon. Mr. Ileeclier's
subject was "Conscious and Unconscious Influence
ami Power." The text selected was the fourteenth,
fliteeuth and sixteenth verses of the filth chapter
of the Acts of the Apostle*."And believers were the
more added to the Lord, multitudes both of men
and women. Insomuch that they brought forth the
sick Into the streets, and laid them on beds and
couches, that at the least the shadow of Peter pass¬
ing by nilKht overshadow some of them. There came
also a multitude out of the cities round about unto
Jerusalem, bringing sick folks unto them which
were vexed with unclean spirits; and they were

healed, every one." This text was used by Mr.
Beecher, not In relerence to its historical
relationship, but as an emblem of the moral
and spiritual truths he desired to enforce.
The shadow was as the unconscious Influence,
that was exercised by men unknowingly, both for
«ood or evil. Men arc surcharged with POJ.*;^human Hie is the noblest scene on which to give
and receive cercbal Influences. Men act more than
ihev 'ite susnccicd in the production of trouble.Mai' Wi?» restlveiu business and In his ordinary
occuputtuutt, nutf wuUuct. wUicD, If pursued iu

the line of nature, might lx> productive of good,
was not In Its unseen Influence good when pursuedin the line of force. Then

A MAN'S SELFISHNESS
had an unconscious Influence. Then combative-
ness in man look up forma that detracted from his
Influence. This law bore upon the irritable and
Impatient, aud its effect was just as perceptible in
the sullen silence as in the irritable reply. A man
was responsible for the temperament he carried
about with him. Then there was the unconscious
wrong done by the undue harboring of sorrow on
those who wore around and about us. It was
quite true that sorrow must have Its way, andthere were no times in which this evil was
more frequently done than in the cases of
minor sickness. The spirit of exacting was the
cause or infinite evil. Let not your good be evil-
spoken of was the admonition of pagans as well
as Christians. Then there was a kind of egotismot goodness that was very painful. There were
people who were so very good they had all the
finalities thai lifted them into a perfection, that
fitted them only for the blessed, and these peopleknew it. Their goodness was so obvious that it
was a kind of rebuke to less perfect mortals. From
such people Mr. Beecher prayed that he might bedelivered, lie could quite understand Theodore
Parker when he said that he never liked Washing¬ton until he learned that he swore.
Their perfection was a kind of hard
Pharisaism that needed something human,to provoke them to charity and loving kindness.
Now, let them look at the other side of this unseen
influeuce. That was an influence like the Hummer
sun; it shone alike on the city, the town, the coun¬
try, the park or the wilderness where no man was.
Bo many men went forth as luminaries of God's
benefits, benefiting in what they mean to beueflt,and benefiting that which they don't mean; Just
as there was a beauty that did not know It was
beauty, fo there was a goodness that did not
know It was goodness. There were a great many

UUUBLER WORKERS 01' SOCIKTY
who were not noticed and were, as it weie, out o
sight. Those were the lubricators of society, who
like the oil that was put to the joints on locomo¬
tives ou its journey, would, In their absence, cause
society 10 go wrong. Such was the good-natured
man; the tendency of his good nature was to
make other people good-natured. The man who
came to the breakfast table irritable was verylikely to make somebody else irritable. God bices
good-natured people I There was room for a good
many more of them. It was a blessed thing when
a man had wit and humor in his mental constitu¬
tion. There were no gifts that we should be more
thankiul for than these. If any man had

WIT AND I1UM0K
In him, in the name of heaven let him not suppress
it. How painful it was to see everything taken in
the hard reality of life, as ho saw a great many
housekeepers take It. They did not know how to
take life and make the best of it, aud what a
blessed thing it was that there was a comic side to
lire. There were many who thought that there
would lie no mirth in heaven. Where did they find
any authority for that? I believe there will
be a good deal of mirth there. I don't
know how any man can read the Old
and New Testaments and not think so.
Blessed, I say, are those who are the natural In¬
surers of hope and courage. We are too apt to
tnluk of Christ as the teacher, not as the actor and
the doer. Let men think of the harm that thny
are unconsciously doing by a lack of cheerfulness
and contentment. They do far more harm than
they suspect. The shadow of Peter was just as
hard a worker as Peter himself. A few words oi
practical admonition closed the discourse.

NEW YEAR'S CALLS.
Mr. Beecher announced that he would receive

callers ou New Year's Day at his house, from eleven
A. M. to seven P. M. The humble and the lowlywho felt a friendliness toward him would be verywelcome.

TALMA0E AT THE ACADEMY.
The Tabernacle Pastor's First Ser¬
mon In the House of Secular Song-
Woman's life In This Country.a
Word on Worldly Notions of Kcon.
oray.The Lessons of the Rccent
loss.The Burning of the Tabernacle
not a Waste.The frefigurements of
the Final Fire.
Mr. Talmage preached at the Academy of Music

for the first time yesterday moruing. Tlie parquet
and dress circle were crowded, and the family
circle was partially filled. Services will be held at
the Academy until the new church is erected
which will not be until Spring, or perhaps early
Summer.
The pastor occupied the stage ulone yesterday

so the drop curtain was down and the only furni¬
ture on the stage a wooden settee, a small table
and a chair for the preacher. Mr. George W
Morgan, the organist, presided at a grand piano
in the orchestral department, and furnished the
accompaniment for the congregational singing
which was as grand and inspiring as it was in the
Tabernacle.

TOE SERMON.
Mr. Taimagc selected for his text, "Why was

this waste?".which referred to the inquiry of
the people when the poor woman poured the
costly ointment on ths head of Jesus at the ban¬
quet of Simon the leper. The preacher said:.
Now, before I come this morning to the main
thought of my subject I want you to see what a
beautiful thing it is for a woman to approach
Christ. This woman of Uethany may have done a

good many pleasant things before, but this was the
grandest, bravest, sweetest thing she ever did,
and it is told as a memorial of her. Woman's life
Is dull and monotonous in thia country without
Jesus. Men may go out into the workl, as they
do, every day, and they see new sights ami hear
new souuds; but woman, for the most part, surfers
and tolls indoors. She needs a rest aud inspira¬
tion she cannot get from music and needle¬
work. She has affection, deep and priceless,
and will never be happy until she pours
that ointment from the alabaster box on
the head of Christ. She may try to satisfy her
soul by drawing room flatteries and elegancies
of apparel, but wid often feci great disquietude.
She cannot have peace here or well-being here-
aiter unless, like the woman of the text, she
bursts Into the room where Jesus sits, with all wor¬
shipful affection. Christ asks no Impossibilities.
The woman of the text brought an alabaster box.
What was it to Jesus? Why, He was the fragrance
of the earth and heaven; but he took it. jie wns
satisfied with it. If it had been a wooden box He
would have been just us well satisfied. I hear
some one say, "If 1 only had this or that 1 would do
so much for Cod." In the last day it will be found
thut a cup of cold water, (riven in the name of the
disciples, gets as rich a reward as if you had
founded a kingdom, and that

tiib SEWING GIRL'S NEEDLE
may be as honorable in God's sight as a king's
sceptre, and that the grandest culoglum that was
ever uttered far any one was this."She hath done
what she could." Do as well as von can. There is
a mau^oiling without Christ. He does not get on
mnch. When he hears Paul thunder and Edward
rayson pray, he says, "I wonder 111 will ever join
In the song of heaven." He wonders ii it> would
not look odd for him to stand amid the apostles
who preached and the martyrs who flamed.
Greater will be his wonder on the day when he
shall find out that manv who were first in the
Church oil earth are last in the Church or Heaven
and when he sees the procession winding up among
the thrones of the sorrowing ones who neverugaln
shall weep and the weary onei who never again
shall get tired and the pour who never again Hhall
beg, and Christ, regardless of all antecedents, shall
put upon the heads of His dlscipies a crown made
lrooi the gold of the eternal lilils, set in with pearls
irom the celestial sea. and inscribed with the words
"lie bath done what he could."

I see in this subject what wrong notions the
world sometimes litis of economv. just as soon as
these people saw tlie costly ointment spilling out
on the head of Christ they said:."Why this waste?
why, that ointment might have been sold and
the money given to the poor."
...

tiie hypocritesl
w hat did they care about the poor? l don't think
that one of the in that made a complaint ever irave
alartilngto the poor. 1 think that Judas was
most Indignant, and he sold his Master lor thirtv
pieces oi silver. There Is nothing that makes a
stingy man so cross as to ree generosity in others.
And so It is oil en the case in communities and
churches that those are tlie most unpopular men
who give the most. Here is a man who gives
$1,000 to the missionary cause. Men cry out
¦What a waste What's the use of sending New
Testaments and missionaries? Why don't vou
send ploughs, and rakes, and corn thresh¬
ers, and telegraphs?" Ask the nations Uat
have been saved, Have not religious biessinirs
always preceded financial blessings ? Show me a
CommunltT where tlie (fospel triumphs and I will
show jou a community prosperous in worldly mat-
tera. If a man Invests in a nank the cashier may
abscond; if a man goes Into partnership his asso¬
ciate may sink the store. Alas far the man who
has nothing better than greenbacks ami govern¬
ment securities J Cver and anon

(JOD BLOWS vp TUB MONEY SAEB,
and with a hurricane of marine disaster dismasts
merchantmen, and Irom the blackened heavens
he hurls into the Kxchange the hissing thunder-
bolts or His wrath. There is no safe Investment
save that which is made in the bank or which God
holds the keys. The interest is always being paid,
and there are eternal dividends. God will change
that gold into crowns that shall never lose their
lustre, and Into sceptres that shall forever wave
over a land where the poorest Inhabitant Is richer
tnan all the wealth ol earth tossed up into one
glittering coin. Ah, there is no waste; all that von
have ever given to Christ has only been a perma¬
nent investment.

'

Last. Sabbath morning, I think, a great many
persons standing lu t he presence of the great dis¬
aster on Hchermcrhorn street said, "What a
WasteAil tint toll expended luis cone down
In an hour. Indeed, those who have bunt churches
know that there are a great many toils, auxietlea
and sacrifices connected with sucn an entorprls^;
the collection and solicitation of iunds; the sol«c-

tlon of a Bile for the building; the choice ofarchitect* and plant* and materials, the discussion ofacoustics; the watching of building committees,themseUes severely watched; the latigue bv dayand the sleeplessness by night. It is a lact that iumany cases the church has been built, tiie con¬gregation is exhausted and
TJIK MINISTER IS KICKED OUT.Oh yon people ol the Tabcru&cle, what have yonto show-for all the toils and prayers and expendi¬ture of the last two years? A heap 01 ashes!Twisted walls, scotched pillars, aiul utterobliteration of all you t.ave done. Wlut

a waste ! '. Why was this waste ?" Ah,my dear friend*, there wasn't any wast*.
All the toil and money you put in that enterprisehad a heavenly insurance, and it will be paid back
to you in some shape. What money I gave towards
ir l would rather have where it is litis moraine
than have it in my pocket. Having it in my pocket
1 might lose It, but where it is it is safe forever. I
don't begrudge a nail or a bolt or a screw that went
down in thai groat coutlagratlou. Why, if it cost
us nothing do you thiuk that Christ would nave
wanted it V Don't fling any of your useless, worn-
out boxes at lllm. That was the great, precious,alabaster box that this conflagration poured on the
head of Christ. When 1 Fay it was precious I only
say what is true. Our hearts had twined around
that place strongly. I can hear the old organ goingyet, marshalling the hosts of God for tlie battle
snout of Christian song. I can see the audiencerising yet to the "Old Hundred" doxoiogy. I can
see tne pillars entwined with Christmas garlands,telling people that Jesus is born and every manhas a chance for heaveu. The place was all crowded
with memories, oh, that on the last night I
preached iu that blessed place 1 had known it wan
the last time! I would have

KIS3ED THE OLD PLACE OOODBY.
It seemed to me when the roof icll in and we

felt that all was gone that the tears on the cheeka
stopped and that there went through the street on
that cold morning one great groan. But do not
mourn the loss ol that; Jesus is worthy of the most
precious gilt. What a waste Are all the joys wefelt there, all the comforts that brooded over oar
souls in days of darkness, a waste? Were the hun¬
dreds and hundreds of souls who in that buildingfirst found the peace of the Gospel a waste? No,
no; the building did its werk, and it is gone. (Botn
pastor and congregation were deeply affected dur¬
ing this reference to the Taberuacle and the
memories clustering about it, and many in the
audience wept.) Oh, God means something by tliia
disaster. If such a torch be lilted it means to
light us somewhere. 1 wish that Are had burned
up all our sins and that it might teacli ns what a
poor foundation mau builds on when he builds on
this world, aud that iron and brick and granite
are wax when God breathes on them.

All these flames in Brooklyn, in Chicago and in
Boston are only preilgurements ol the great day
of Are which you and 1 will see as sure as yon sit
there and I sit here. That day will test oa
thoroughly. It will show whether our religion is a
reality or only a false face. When that Are cornea
over the llelds It will come swltter than the Autum¬
nal lire over the Illinois praiie. Before it bcasta
will dash from the rocks in a wild leap. Coming
over the precipices, it will be

A NIAGARA OF FIRE.
The continents ol earth will wrap themselves in a
winding sheet of flame aud the mountains will cry
to the plain, "Fire!" and tue plain will cry to tha
sea, "Fire!" and the sea will cry to the sky, "Flrel"
and heaven will answer back to earth: the caverna
will groan it and the winds will shriek it, the
thunders will toll it and the storms will wall it, and
the nations will cry it."Fire! Are!"
After the sermon a collection was taken up for

the beneAt ol the building lund, and Mr. Talmage
said that all collections hereafter would be devoted
to that object. The congregation applauded.

UNITY 6HAPEL.
Christmas Greeting to the Little Ones by
the Pastor, the Rev. Stephen Camp.
Pleasant Services, Good Music and
Happy Children.How They Lead
Elder Folk.The Lessons of Child Lift.
Yesterday, aa usual, thla pleasant little edified

was well filled, and tue services were cheerful and
refreshing. Lately a new organ of fine quality has
been erected here, and the music was creditable to
both the cliolr and the organist for its simple yet
tasteful rendition and appropriate selection. The
sermon in the morning was preached by the Key.
Stephen Camp, the pastor, and in the afternoon
the Christian exercises of the sabbath school took
place. The following

CHRISTMAS CAROL,
written for the occasion, was sung with beautiful
effect

Within each Christian homo to-day
The oft-repeated ttory

Is rung again in sweetest lay
Of Joy, and peace, and glory.

Ofjoy, that to eaith's weary ones,
Jesus' pure lite was tfiven;

With "Pence on earth, good will to men,"
And glorious gleams ot heaven.

From home to church we gladly haste,
Our heart* with love o'ertiowing,

And in its snored walla foretasto
The spirit's true outgoing

Ot joy, that to earth's w. ary ones,
.Jesus' pure life was given;

With 'Teace on earth, good will to men,"
Anil glorious gleams of heaven.

The Magi as of old have come,
Their gilts and incense bringing,

To every child in every home,
Their voices Joined iu Finding,

For joy that to earth's weary ones
Jesus' pure life was given;

With "Peace on earth, good will to men,"
And glorious gleams ul heaven.

Now let ns as we gather here,
To share this hour of gladness,

Remember that the closing year
Has mingled Joy with sadness.

But thanks that to earth's weary ones
Jesus' pure ltio was given;

With "Peace on earth, goodwill to men,"
And glorious gleams of heaven.

Ami filled with earnest faith in 111m,
The Father of all living.

A faith that time npr change can dim.
We render our thanksgiving

Of Joy that to earth's weary ones
Jesus' pure li.c was given;

Willi "Peace on earth, good will to men,"
And glorious gleams of heaven.

The song "The True Shepherd" followed the re¬

sponsive service. Then was recltcd the child's
creed, and, after a prayer, the paHtor preached a
Christmas discourse to the children, couchcd la
such a playful and original style as to Interest and
dellgUt them greatly. His text was taken from
Isaiah xl., fl:."The wolf also shall dwell with the
lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the kid,
and the calf and the young lion and the fatilng
together, and a little child shall lead them."
The preacher dwelt lonjt upon the singularly

powerful influence which little children may have
at times over the natures of their grown-up elders.
He himself had been led from bottom to top of the
house and ail ever by a certain little fellow whom
all his listeners knew. And thus It was by the
bright purity of their hearts they inspired higher,
tenderer and nobler thoughts and awakened mora
beautiful ideas where the circumstance of life
had perhaps before produced bitterness and unbe¬
lief; where sin might have held a long lease of
power.

THE STl'DY OF OTIII.D LIFE
was the richest in its results and that from which
would grow the greatest recompense. It taught
lessons of heaven and the cheerful, merry prattle
of the children sometimes seemed the voices of
angels In its sweetness and gladness. They were
weak and leaned upon us. That trust of- theirs
was what touched the heart with a teudcrness to
which no other Is aklu and it was the inspiration of
that strongest and most deathless of passions.amother's love. In rnost,of them could be seen the
conception of what we ought to be to be perfect In
righteousness."For of such Is the kingdom
ol heaven." The Christmas season particularly
belonged to them as a holiday and as a festival,
because He, the great hero or all history, suffered
them to come unto lllin, and He set them an ex¬
ample ol the lives which they ought to lead and the
love which they ought to leel lor God and man.
If they followed in His footsteps they would never
be unhappy, and they would grow to be noble men
and women and gain at last peaceful and glorious
consummations of their Uvea.
Alter the liev. Mr. t amp had concluded the chil¬

dren sang "The Sweet btory of Old," and the ser¬
vices were closed by recitation of the Lord's l'rayct
and the Benediction.

ST. JOHN'S METHODIST CHURCH.
Indiscriminate Eulogies Upon Deceased
Great Men Denounced.Sermon by Rev*
Dr. Chapman.
Yesterday morning Rev. J. A. M. Chapman, D. D.f'

pastor of the St. John's Methodist church, on Bod"
ford avenue, preached to a largo congregation,
taking for his text the seventh and eighth verses
of the sixth chapter of Galatlims:.-lie not
deceived; God la not mocked: for whatsoever a
man aoweth, that shall he alao reap. For he that
aoweth to his ties!), shall of the Hesh reap corrup¬
tion." After a brief introduction, the speaker pro¬
ceeded to say that men were liable to be deceived
In every relation or life.in financial matters,.in
referenca to health, and alao with regard to friend¬
ships. One of the saddest things In this lifo was the
lioliowness of the social world; but Infinitely,
more disastrous was the deception wkich
was rife in reference to the soul's condi¬
tion. The religion of the sensei had Its
devotees; of forms. Its votaries; of the intellect, its
disciples, and these were acccpted aa the condition
of present and future salvation with far less care
and examination than would be given to a trivial
financial transu> tlon. Persons might be deceived
in regard to their personal Interoat* in true re¬
ligion. Multitudes proteased religion who were
never "born again," who never cxpcrleneed
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